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Tux Publication of Mr. O'Connor's Speech in | its | | 


preſent ſhape, requires little or no apology: It 
would never have been thought of by me, had the Edi- 
tors of the London Newſpapers done juſtice to the 


Public by giving it a full inſertion, which I believe was 
not done by any but the Editor of ThE TzLeGRAPH. 


Indeed one Paper, which ranks high as a patriotic 
Print, after complimenting the Speech for its boldneſs, 
energy and ſpirit, makes a moſt miſerable and ambi- 
guous apology for not laying it before the Public, by. 
ſaying, that on account of its length, and other cir- 
_ eumſtances not proper to mention, we do not inſert i it! % 
What particular circumflances prevented them from in- 
ſerting it, I cannot poſitively ſay; but I may be allowed 
to ſuppoſe, that they had received ordert · to that effect 
frown ſoit of the worthy Patriots of the 1 Houſe oꝓj 
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Commons, who REN not themſelves, had ins the 


ability, deliver ſuch a Speech; nor is it their intereſt | 
or defire that ſuch an admirable compoſition ſhould 
reach the Public, to excite a compariſon of their milk 


and water Ns ha with this truly patflotic eltern 
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| 'To 3 reds, Gem that oblivion to which "FS 
ſupineneſs or the venality of our London Newſpapers had 


conſigned the Speech of Mr. O'Connox, it is preſented 
© to the Public as a Pamphlet—And that the benevolent | 


2nd patriotic ſentiments it conveys may be adopted by 
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Tu $HOULD not MED 'treſpalled on your time, was. it 
not, that, 4 as often as this important ſubje& has been agitated ſince I have 
had a feat in this Houſe, I have contented myſelf with giving ſilent votes 
for the meſt unqualified Emancipation of my Catholic Countrymen: 
and I have done ſo . from a conviction of the juſtice of their claims to 
Freedom, and of the inexpediency and folly of continuing to farrifice 


| the civil and political rights of the People, for the purpoſe of aggran- 
dizing a few families, under the maſk of promoting Religion, But, Sir, 


the times call for ſomething more than ſilent votes. The ſituation in 


which we are ſo, unaccountably placed is ſo critical, and the Bill under 
your conſideration involves ſuch conſequences in its train, that every man 

who. is not, wholly indifferent to the welfare of his Country, muſt feel © 
himſelf called on to lay aſide every leſſer conſideration, and to deliver 
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What Jothe huts of the arguments which . been 8 
| agile the Emancipation of our Catholic Countrymen, by the Gentlemen 
of the oppoſite fide of the Houſe, amount to? To aſſertions that it 
would deſtroy our Conſtitution in Church and State! This is not the 
| only inſtance in this Country, in whieh the moſt egregious _ has been 
[ | | concealed under a ſpecious phraſeology. | 
Li One would imagine, from the language held by the Right Hon. - 
| | Gentleman (Mr. Pzt nam), that the People of this Country were in the 
| 
| 
N 


actual enjoyment of the Britiſh Conſtitution in all its purity, and that it 
bad been in this Country that the experiment of that Conſtitution had 
been made, by which it has become the admiration of the world. Is it. 
that the condition of the People of Ireland correſponds ſo well with the 
1 great natural advantages of their Country, that we are to infer that their 
| { civil and political Conſtitution was of that immaculate nature which the 
Right Hon. Gentleman (PETNAM) has repreſented it? Is it becauſe we 
5 | were the moſt wretched and the moſt miſerabie Nation in Europe, as 
| | ; Jong as this ſyſtem of monopoly and excluſion, for which the Gentlemen 7 
on the oppoſite ſide of the Houſe contend under the title of Conſtitution = ; 
in State and Church, was in its moſt entire tate, and that we have emerged - 
from that wretchedneſs and miſery in an exact proportion as we have 
1 deſtroyed this ſyſtem of monopoly, by extending the bleſſings of Free- 
dom torour Catholic Countrymen, that we ſhould now deſiſt from our 
___ *  fabours? Ts it becaufe we have heard thofe Gentlemen at the oppoſite 
qe of the Houſe, year after year, ever ſince this queſtion has boen agitat- 
ed, predict the ruin of the Country from extending the Conftitution to | 
our Catholic Countrymen, and that we have ſeen the Country thrive in an 3 
exact proportion as it has been extended, that we ſhould now ſtop ſhort 
on their authority, and conſecrate the remainder of che _ 0 ä 
: poly and excluſion ? | 
Before we riſk every thing in defence of a fyſtem upon — 
which has hithefto proved ſo utterly fallecious, let us inquire into its 4 
merits. I will fuppoſe the worſt of ſyſtems; und 1 will leave it to 1 
the advocates of this ſyſtem, to ſhew in what it differs from this ſyHem BY 
oftheir's, which they have conſecrated under che myRical words of Con | 
Pitution in Church and State. Twill ſuppoſe the whole Repreſentation-of 


the e of Ireland converted into a ſubject of _— und h monopely-of 
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the trade given to a few families, with an exception of that ſmall por- 
tion of Freedom which falls to the ſhare of the Counties, I will ſup- 
© poſe even this pittance aſſailed by theſe monopoliſts, by their profuſe 
diſtribution of jobs and of patronage, and by their appointing the men 
of the beſt intereſts in their ſeveral Counties, for ſeats for their Boroughs, 
whom they could find mean enough to accept them, on the-condition of 
Tervitude and wages in fo vile an occupation. 1 will ſuppoſe theſe 
wholeſale dealers in our Rights and Liberties, coming from their rotten 
| Boroughs, and from the Counties they had debauched with their attend- 
ant ſupporters of Conſtitution i in Church and State, to diſcharge their 
cargo at the ſeat of Government, at the counting-houſe of an Engliſh 
Factor, bartering an unqualified facrifice of Iriſh Trade, of Iriſh Induſtry, 
of Iriſh Rights, and of Iriſh Character, at the ſhrine of 'Engliſh Domi- 
nation, and of Engliſh Avarice. For what? What. ſhall I ſuppoſe the 
price of this infernal cargo—like Pandora' s Box, a collection of every ill 
that can afflict Mankind? The whole Nation of Ireland would bluſh 
to hear it; they would bluſh at their own degradation; Nothing lefs: 
than the moſt unqualified ſacrifice of every thing in this unfortunate 
Country that could exalt theſe Farmers-General of our Rights and Liber- 


Ped 


ttes, and of every thing that could debaſe an . inſuked and im- 


ere People. 

Here is a ſyſtem by which e our Nations! Charakter would be degraded 
in the eyes of ſurrounding Nations. Here is a ſyſtem by which the 
People of this Country would be doubly impoveriſhed, to pay for that 
Freaſon which was to revile and vilify them in the Legiſlature of their 
own Country, and to pay for that Treaſon which was to ſacrifice their 
| deareſt intereſts to the aggrandizement of another Nation: And yet Teal! 
upon the Gentlemen of the oppoſite fide of the Houſe, to ſew in what this. exe- 
crable ho us differs from the Ones in Church and avs for which thiy 
contend. : 

Fortunately, it is no longer a ſubjett of contention between the Fre- 
teſtants and the Catholics; for every man in this Country, except mono- 
poliſts, and thoſe in the pay of monopoliſts, whether Proteſtants, Preſby- 
terians, or Catholics, have declared themſelves equally intereſted in the 
deſtruction of this odious ſyſtem. Fortunately, the Proteſtants and 
Freſbyterians of Ireland have, at length, diſcovered-the folly of ſacri- 
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ficing their own * and the 3 of their Country, in a crimi- 
nal attempt to exclude three fourths of their Countrymen from the 
bleflings of Freedom, for no other purpoſe than to perpetuate a ſyſtem, 
in which a few, families are unnaturally exalted at the ex pence of mil-. 


lions. of their Countrymen as annaturally debaſed. 
But it is no longer a ſecret, that the men who oppoſe the abolition * 


religious diſtinctions in our civil and religious concerns, when the gene- 
ral voice of the Nation has concurred in ſo wiſe, ſo juſt and ſo politic a: 


meaſure, are the men who uſurp the whole political power of the Country 
—the men who have converted the whole Repreſentation of Ireland into 


family patrimony—to the poverty, to the oppreſſion and to the diſgrace of 


the Nation, and to the monſtrous aggrandizement of themſelves and con- 
netions.—Theſe are the men who oppoſe Catholic Emancipation—And why d 


* Becauſe Catholic Emancipation would be incompatible with their ac- 


4 curſed monopoly. Here lies the incapacity of the Catholics to partici- 


pate in the Freedom of their Country; here lies the excellence of the 


preſent Conſtitution in Church and State. In this is compriſed the 
Whole guilt of our Catholic Countrymen; and in the eyes of men of this 
deſcription, the ſame incapacity would attach itſelf to Angels from 


Heaven, if the abolition of their accurſed 3 was to make * 


part of the conſequence. | 
Let thoſe men who flatter thenlilves that they can continue the old 


ſyſtem of monopoly and excluſion, ſo, profitable to them, and ſoruinous to 


their Country, riſk what they pleaſe in its defence. But let me conjure you, 


who are without the pale of their political communion, to conſider the im- 
portant change which has taken place in the public mind, and the language 
which has been ſpoken by all deſcriptions of men, from one end of the, 


Kingdom to the other. Let me conjure you to conſider, that you are no 


longer legiſlating for the barbarous ignorant Ages which are gone by, but, 
that you muſt now legiſlate for the moreen] ightened: and the more intelligent 
Age in which you live, and for the ſtill more cee Ages which 


are to come. 
It is on theſe ſafe and liberal . I invite you to IEP the 


| arguments which have been advanced on this night goin the Emanci- f 


eien of your ( Catholic Countrymen. 


+ 
9 1 


An. 


L 


G5 
i” 

TS: 7 

2 * 


. a „ ” F , 
$ p EL ney * * 1 
q 


| 7 5 ), 1 5 
An Hon' Gente (OG!) ſays, if you oenbaie 4 ey will 
6 her the upper hand, and they will erect a Popiſn Government; and a 
Noble Lord (KinesBoroUGH) ſays, that Catholic Emancipation is in- | 
compatible with Proteſtant Freedom: Which aſſertions are founded 
on the ſuppoſition; that the Catholics pay ſuch implicit obediende to their 
© Clergy in religious matters, that they will deſtroy our Liberties by pay- 
| ing the like implicit obedience to the Civil Magiſtrate in political con- 
\ cerns. Is there any thing in the conduct of the Catholics at this day; to 
_ warrant theſe charges? . Is it not harrowing up charges from the barba- 
rous Ages that are gone by ? Aſk the Catholic Clergy, and they will tell 
you that their power has declined. Aſk the Proteſtant Gentry, from one 
end of the Country to the other, and they will tell you te n 
tious power of the Catholic Clergy is at nn a 
But have you not heard the Right Hon. Gentleman AE AE 
this night, lament the detline of this power? Have you not heard him, 
in the vileſt proſtitution of terms, lament its decline, as the decline of a: 
| wholeſome controul. But; whilſt it is with joy I expreſs my ſatisfactiom 
hat all ſuperſtitious controul over the minds of my Catholic Country- 
men is at an end, as that circumſtance which puts the juſtice of their 
claims to Freedom beyond all doubt, I cannot, nor will not, ſuppreſs: 
my deteſtation and abhorrence of the Right Hon. Gentlenian(Pz Cuan's) 
| doctrine, Which would make a ſuperſtitious à wholeſome controul at 
3 this doctrine of Paſſive . Obedience; which would revive the reign of 
Ignorance and Superſtition, as the doctrine of ſome Deſpots; who; having 
| ſome infernal ſyſtem of oppreſſion to ſupport, and ſhritiking from the 
light of reaſon, would . us _ that darkneſs and AY we” 
have eſcaped. — 1 
Backed, then, by the nas of the Cabolic Sl e 
by the authority of the Proteſtant Gentty-—dnd backed by the 
Kill more general authdrity of the gen&ral obſervation, of every man x 
within 'and without theſe walls, from one end of the Kingdom to | 
the other—1 will aſſume it as a fact, that the ſuperſtitious confroul of the 
Catholic Clergy over the Catholic mind is at an end. What becomes of 
the charge of 3 Popiſh Government? What becomes of the inſecurity 
of the Proteſtants from the Catholics ſacrificing your Liberties. by paying 
_ alike implicit obedience to ther Civil Magiſtentes ? It nn, 
6 B 
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1 the eondutt of the Catholics ? Has Be LF PER Cen. and the 
Noble Lord who have made theſe charges, found the Catholics ſo criminal- 


Iy indifferent th the bleſſings of civil and political Liberty? Have thoſe 
Gentlemen; who have left no ſecret means untried to defeat Catholic 
Freedom, found them ſocriminally tame and ſubmiſſive under the preſſure 
of civil and political excluſion ? Is jt a fact that the Catholic Laity have 
been ſo flack and ſo backward in the purſuit of civil and political Liberty, 
as to require the incitement of their Clergy ? Or is it the characteriſtic of 
the Clergy of any Religion to veer waders e after civil 
and political Liberty ?, 

+5 por ® to the Gentlemen ut the oppoſite de of the Houſe, Does 


. the current of public opinion at this time, in any Nation in Europe, run 


in favour of Deſpotiſm, or of Popery, or of Popiſh Government ? But 


| theſe Gentlemen do nat perceive the contradictory nature of the argu- 


metus they have this night advanced againſt Catholic Freedom. At one 
time they repreſent them as men ſo pricſi-ridden, as to endanger the con- 
Kitution by ereting a Popiſh, ſlaviſh Goverument; in the ſame breath 


they repreſent them as overthrowing the Conſtitution þy their Demo- 


cMical and Republican principles ſerving up, it the fame inſtant, the 


| — x —e— d‚4 5 
But I refer thoſe Gentlemen to the hiſtory of Mankind, where they _ 


= "wit and, that the men who have been really and dangerouſly prieſt- 
riddeg, have invariably borne the yoke of Deſpotiſm with patience and 


. reſignation ; hat that, whenever they had aſſumed fufficient courage to 


| " ailert theirpivil and political vights, it was not until after they had 


_ thown off the tyranny of the. PFieſthood. Reaſoning from this indiſ- 
Putable fact, inſtead of agreeing with the Gentlemen oppoſite; that the 
Him tate in whith the Catholics have demanded their Freedom ſhould 


de ® ground for vefuſal, I wan alk no better proof that they are entitled 


#0 Liberty than their having had the fpirit to claim it. 
©.- But the Gentlemen on the other ſide of the Houſe, knowing the 


| ese of theſe contradictory arguments, have had recourſe to Pre- 


Pheey. 
and, is the ſpiri of Divination, they have accuſed us, who are advo- 


They hate. entrenched themſelves in the faſineſſos of Futurity z 


cytes far Catholic Freedom, with the ruin of Poſterity. To this pro- 
eee Poe. i 8 


>" A 
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jedge which has flowed from the invention of the neee | 


i „ 
an anſwer, that the dark Ages of Ignorance and Superſtition have ever 
proved congenial to the Tyranny of Prieſts and Defpots; but that the 


independence which has ariſen ſrom the intercourſe of Nation with 


Nation, from the invention of the Mariners Compals, and the knows 


fatal to its continuance, 

Look round the 3 will fad; in hk 0 
where foreign commerce is diſcouraged, and where the invention of the 
Preſs. is unknown, that Deſpotiſm uniformly prevails over Liberty t 
Look to China and the Eaſt Indies; look to Perſia—to the Ottoman and 
to the African Empires, thoſe immenſe: portions of the globe; where 


| foreign commerce is diſcouraged, end where the invention of -the Preſs 
zs either diſuſed or unknown; and you will find the ciyil and political 
- © rights of the People immerſed in i ignorance, ſuperſtition, and abje& ſer= 

vility—the ſport of the moſt rapacious Deſpotiſm, In theſe Countries, 


the cars of the governing power are never «grated with the harſh ſounds 
of the Rights of Man; No! All is Pefpotiſm-on the part of the Gover. 
nors—all is Paſſive Obedience on the part of the People . Turn your 
eyes from theſe wretched Countries to the ſeveral Nations of Europe : 


and you will find how.uniformly civil, political and religious Liberty 


have taken place of civil, political and religious Slavery, in proportion 
as foreign commerce has been encouraged, and as the 'Preſs has beer pro» 


teted. See how uniformly theſe cauſes and effects correſpond ; And if 
any one of you doubt that theſe great cauſey are at this moment operate 


ing thoſe ſalutary effects, I refer him to the Neſpots of Europe, and + 
this War in which they have immolzted ſo many human ſacrifices, and 
in which they have deluged all Europe with ſuch torrentyof blood: and 


- their preſent fears for their darling Deſpotiſm ſirall be thair anſwer. - 


But it is ſore conſolation to me to reflect, that the avarice of theſs 


|  . Peſpots, which tempted them to encourage foreign commeres in theix 
dominions, and the vanity or neceſſity which has let them or ohliged 
them to give ſome protection to Education and the Preſs, is n this mo- 


ment ſowing the ſceds of that power which will one day craſh thay Doſe | 


Potiſm even which they and their blood- hound have mn. Ze 


Impreſſed with theſe great and important- truths, is it When our 


eee e under all OY 
| B 2 When 
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when we have thrown off ſome of the ſhackles of our trade, and when, by 
paſſing this Bill, by creating a People, we ſhall be enabled to reſtore it 
to perſect Freedom, that we are to reject this Bill through the fear of dey 
Kroying Poſterity ? Is it when knowledge is progreſſive amongſt us, 5 
When the youth of the Nation are giving ſuch brilliant examples that 
liberality of thought i is the offspring of Education—is it when our Catho- 
lic Countrymen are diſplaying ſich. eminent talents in the purſuit after 
eivil and political Liberty—talents Which, I am ſorry to ſay, we have 
Had many examples this night to prove how much more eaſy it is to vi- 


: lify than'to rival or imitate—is it under theſe circumſtances we are to 
entertain fears for Poſterity ? Is it when our Countrymen have reſumed 

| their reaſon i in ſuch an eminent degree, that we ſhould ſuſpect them of 
| relapſing into ignorance and ſuperſtition? Is it when our Catholic 


Countrymen are claiming their civil and political Rights with the ad- 
dreſs: and firmneſs of men of enlightened minds, that we ſhould ſuſpect 


them of relapſing into Slavery and a Popiſh Government, baſely ſurren- 
' dering the nobleſt privileges of Man? Never ſhall ſuch tinſel reaſon- 
_ Ings make me ſee the ruin of my Country in the actual Freedom of my 
| Countrymen Never ſhall ſuch weak arguntents diſſuade me from an act 


of immutable juſtice, where the Rights and Liberties of millions of my 


| Coutitrymen were at ſtake upon the iſſue! No! On this head, the freſpect 


Fs a bright one; and accurſed be that man _ for Kahan motrves, _ 


darken or obſcure its luftre ! | 
The Church is in ne is that park of the ſyſtem to which 


the Proteſtant Religion is under ſuch obligations? What is. that part of 5 ow 


the ſyſtem with whoſe deſtruction the deſtruction of the Proteſtant Reli- 
gion is ſo cloſely connefted'? It is ſimply the ſyſtem of converſion. But 
3s it a ſyſtem of converſion from conviction? No :—it ſhuts every ave- 


nue leading to conviction; it cloſes every door by whicha Catholic could 


enter the Proteſtant Church; they have. been barred by thoſe rewards and 
puniſhments which ſhort-ſighted Bigotry invented for the purpoſe of 


_ Forcing religious opinions. By this ſyſtem you have expoſed the Catho- 


tic who is willing to follow the diftates of conviction, to the execration 


of his own ſe& for deſerting them, becauſe he appears to have done fo to 


eſcape the penalties annexed to adherence ; and you have expoſed him to 
the contempt of the Proteſtants, whoſe tenets you wiſh him to embrace, 


1 0 13 * Re 8 
by making bim appeir to them. 28 a man who had ſold his Principles, his 


| Religion, and his Gon, for AQ other purpoſe than to gain the immuni- 
ties you hold out to converſion ; So that, inſtead of promoting your Re- 


Ugion, you have called forth the dread of execration and contempt to 


; Reel the Catholic mind againſt that converſion you aſſett to promote, and 
5 to attach him to that Religion from which you wiſh to eſtrange him. 


Thus it is with narrow- minded Bigotry, ever defeatingits own ends 


py the means it employs to attain them: You have not its heats nor its 


paſſions to diſtri you, but you have had the experience of its example 


to direct you: Ceaſe, then, to preſcribe to the ALmienty the intent 

1 and manner of the adoration he ſhall receive: ceaſe to place your rewards 
and puniſhments in competition with his; for you canpot but obſerve 
how thoroughly che blaſphemous preſumption has expoſed the impo- 


tency of the attempt. Akt like Legiſlators Leave the way to conviction 
and converſion as free and as open as the ſuperiority of the tenets of your 


Religion appears to you clear and indiſputable. AR like men ſenſible 
of your duty to your Creator; and preſume not to meddle with opinions 
he has not given you faculties to underſtand, and which require his 
omniſcience to controul. Away with that ſyſtem which exiQts.the ſa- 
| crifice of the civil and political Rights of the People, for the ĩneffectual 
purpoſe of promoting Religion ; ; we have tried it long enough in this un- 


5 fortunate Country to prove its inefficacy; ; it has had free ſcope amongſt 


us ever ſince the paſſing of the Law againſt Recufants'i in the Reign of 


 Er12anzrH, until within theſe few: years that we have begun on-its 


abolition : And if you would judge fairly of the merits of the ſyſtem, 
ol its abolition by their effects, I call on you, on this night, to chooſe 
between centuries of diſunion, of civil wars, and of wretchedneſs un. 
exampled i in any Nation on the globe, and a few years rapid progreſs in 
union, in civilization, and in the induſtry of the People | 
But 1 find, it is not enough to have combated their laſt objection in 
its own ſhape: it is not enough that I have proved to you that yon have 
not promoted your Religion by this ſyſtem of perſecution; for, in oppo- 


fttion to the profeſſors of the tolerant principles of thoſe Gentlemen who 


oppoſe this Bill, I do aſſert, that every the leaſt diſability on account of 
religious opinions, makes part of the ſyſtem of perſecution. The ob- 
jeQion makes its appearance 'in another ſhape; and the dangers which 
yu faid to threaten the Proteſtant Religion from Catholic Emancipation. 
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Have been made by an Honourable Gentlemen to re-appear in the haps 


of dangers which he ſays threaten the Proteſtant Eſtabliſhment, He hay 
confounded the Eſtabliſhment with the Religion; and, by an artfu} 


| tranſmigration, he has made the Eſtabliſhment to ſtand for the ſoul of 


the Proteftant Religion: and after we have defeated the objection under 
the colours of the one, he has made it to rally, Antæus like, with ad- 
ditional ſtrength, under the colours of the other —1 ſay, with addi- 


tional firength; for 1 am aware that Proteſtant Eftabliſhment i is a word 
_ of that myſtical meaning in this Houſe, that thoſe who would wiſh to 
etain it in that ſtate of confecration in which it has been placed by the 


Prieſthood inthe days of our moſt inveterate bigotry, have a conſiderable 
advantage over me, who would examine its meaning before the Tri- 
bunal of Reaſon. It is their intereſt to confound the Eſtabliſhment with 


' your Religion, in order that it may derive all the ſanctity of the Religion . 


Itſelf—it is mine to ſeparate them: but they may as well attempt to con- 
found the Military Eſtabliſhment by which the Officers and Soldiers 


| arc paid, with the tactics and manceuvres which it is their duty to learn. 


In order to anfwer the laſt objection, it will be neceſſary to prove, 
that the Proteſtant Eftabliſhment would undergo no alteration from the 
Emancipation of the Catholic—or that, if it was to undergo an altera - 


© tion, the Proteſtant Religion, ſo far from being injured, would be highly 


benefited by the change: And I prefer the latter, becauſe I believe, in 
my ſoul, that if ſome very material alteration be not ſpeedily made in 
on a eee 


to all Moral Principle. 
As the Legiſlature of this Country bave been miſtaken i in their ata 


tempt to promote Religion by their ſyſtem of perſecution, ſo alſo have 


they been utterly miſtaken in the nature and effects of Religious Eſta, 
bliſkments. They have confounded the intereſt of the Clergy with the 
Intereſt of Religion; and they have imagined, that, in proportion as they 
enriched the Proteſtant Clergy, they were promoting the Proteſtaut 


| Religion; and that, by dooming the Catholic Clergy to have no Eſta · 


bliſhment whatſoeyer, they were * the Catholic Religion ta | 


pternal oblivion. 
Was I on a ſubje& upon which 1 could exyeld.any ſhare of 8 


1 reſt the whole argument on the fact. I would aſk, Has the 


W TO been promoted i DIY a0 the Proteſtant Clergy 
have 


(15) 


. been enriched ? Have the numbers of the Catholic Religion dimi- 

© niſhed according to the views of the Legiſlature, who doomed their : 
Clergy to poverty, and to have no Eſtabliſhment at all? The ſtate of the ; vx 
population of the two ſefts is ſufficiently well known to prove that the / 
reverſe is the fact; and if you will examine the nature of the Eftabliſh- os 
ments, you will diſcover which is beft adapted eee | 
moting their reſpective Religions. 

From that abſurd notion of promoting Religion 6 enriching its 
Clergy, the Proteſtant Eſtabliſhment has made men. of fortune of its 
Clergy: it has made them to live with men of fortune, and to live 2 

wen of fortune : it has induced them to live with men of faſhion, men f 
pleaſure, and men of the world: it has thrown them entirely into that clas 
of men, whoſe education, whoſe high ſenſe of honour, and whoſe reſpot 1855 
bor the opinion of an obſervant world, renders the attendance of a Mini- | | 
ſter of Religion almoſt unneceſſary—But it has taken them from the dull 

rounds of parochial duties: it has eſtranged them from cultivating a 
friendly and intimate acquaintance with the lower claſſes of the People, 
whoſe want of education, whoſe want of a ſenſe of honour, and whoſe 
| iynorance of moral obligation, makes the conſtant and Friendly attend- 
'f* ance of a Miniſter of Religion indiſpenſably neceſſary to keep them from 
falling into irreligion, and to keep them from that vice and debauchery 
which, unſupported by any fund than that of their labour and their ia- 
duſtry, which it would fhortly conſume, muſt make them bad Tubjefts 
under any Government, muſt lead them to pilfering and puniſhment, „ 
Nn to robbery and murder, and to a difgracefudeath. | | 
| By this Eſtabliſhment, you have raiſed exceſſive hopes of preferment | 
in the minds ef the Clergy, from the inequalitics it has left in the pro= - «1 
viſſons which it makes for them, by which their characters have been | | 
ſubjetted to the imputation of cringing and ſervility to the diſpenſers of 
patronage to the meanly ſacrificing their civil and political rights, and 
their opinions, upon the altar of earthly ſuperior ; by which they appear, 
in the eyes of the People, as men either diſregarding or diſbelieving that 
leading effential tenet of the Chriſtian Religion which forbids the * 
fice of their duty to their worldly promotion. 
AInjurſons ag theſe. defects in this-Eſtabliſhment, for which Cech Ua 
are entertained, have proved to your Religion, they almoſt vaniſh hen 
3 nn. ri Gom the mode of Free 


\- 
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By which it allots its Clergy. I ſhall not dwell on how defiruftive this. 
In part of the Eſtabliſhment has proved to the Agriculture of your Country; 
the moſt important branch of induſtry in which your People can be em- 
ployed: I ſhall- confine myſelf to ſtate, that it has ſown the ſeeds of 
eternal rancour, animoſity, and litigation, between the Miniſter and 
1 kis Pariſhioners: it has allied the Miniſter of the meek and charitable 
11 5 Religion of Cnx13t; with the very dregs of the earth: it has made him 
nt. 5 ane in a company with Valuators, with Proctors, with Proceſs-ſervers, 
1V and with Civil Bill Attorneys : it has made him the principal ſuitor in 
1 cat Hell upon earth, the Civil Bill Court, where perjury is all prevalent : 
ia & has converted the Miniſter of the diſintereſted Religion of Cuzisr 
into a tithe-ſetting Autioneer, diſtributing his liquors, in order to in- 
eoxicate his bidders, that they may vie with one another for the pur 
chaſe of his wares; it has made them appear the moſt. avaricious and 
3 __ the greateſt perſecutors, who, by the tenets of the Religion it is their 
Tl duty to inculcate, ſhould be the moſt diſintereſted and the leaſt worldly : 
| + has made it appear to the world as if this Eſtabliſhment was inftituted 
to make the People ſenſible of their indigence, by a compariſon with the 
1 ; =  welthof their Clergy—to make them ſenſible of their owu wants, by 
Ss a x compariſon with the abundance in the hands of their Clergy to make 
_ them ſenſible bow miſerably their hard labour was rewarded, by 2 
7. compariſon with the indolence, but immenſe ſudden fortunes of their 
; - Clergy : it has made it appear to the world as. if their Eſtabliſhment was 
bor no other purpoſe inſtituted in this Country than to provide exorbi- 
tantly for the families and connections of the political jobbers, and poli- 


| £ „„ tical ad vocates for the Conſtitution i in Church and State, in its prefent 
N limited condition; and it has made to appear to the world as if your 
= Proteſtant Religion had no other buſineſs in your Country than to ſup= _ 
* wot port this Eſtabliſhment, and not the Eſtabliſhment nme Rei- 
gion. 


n Turn your eyes to that Eftabliſhment which you ws on.the Catho=- 
0 5 lic Religion, with a view to its abolition.—Y ou have not enabled its 
| | Clergy to mockthe ſimplicity, of the Chriſtian. Religion by the ſplendour 
v8 | of their equipages, by the magnificence of their palaces, their furniture 
If | | or their ſide-boazds, by the maſſineſs of their plate, pr by the voluptu- 
= ouſneſs or luxury of their tables: you have not tempted them, for you 


5 have not enabled them, to deſett their pariſhes and their religious duties. 
. | 8 a - ink 3 | s in 
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in ſeatch.of pleaſure at Bath, at when, in your capital, at . water 
; drinking places, the reſort of the faſhionable No: you have portioned 
their ſalaries to the diſcharge of their duty; and ydu have called out the 
ſtrongeſt ineiteinents ini Man, the procut ing a ſubfiſtence, and the hopes 
of bettering their e to ſtimulate them to the moſt aRive actos 
of their duty. | 
J am not POLE RIG fot other Eftablihnens; for 24 am Py averſe 
to that Eftabliſhment which, by its enormity, ſets the Clergy above the 
diſcharge of their religious duty, as I am to that Eſtabliſhment which, 4 
by obliging the Cletgy to humour the weakneſs or,to encourage the ig- 1 
norance of their pariſhioners, as the only means of procuring a ſubſiſt " 
ence, makes it an office beneath a man of education: But I eannot but LY nf 
obſerve, you have an example in your Country of an Eſtabliſhment by | -f 
which a greater number than thoſe of the eſtabliſhed Religion are care. MM 
fully and diligently inſtructed in their religidus duties, by, a. reſident | MW 
Clergy, of the pureſt morals, thei moſt decorous manners, and of the 0 9 
©... greateſt learning, between whom and their pariſhioners the greateſt 3 0 
a2 mity and alfection ſubſiſt, and not the fifteenth part ſo bynbeaſome to 35 
5 the Nation as: your Proteſtant Eſtabliſiment ot nt tar e band 
1 am à ware, that, in the eyes of weak and timid 8 WS ſubſcribe Po 
to the doctrine that Reformation is the parent of Revolution; 1 ſhall - 
appear as one who has entered on a delicate ſubje&'with too much free 75 
dom —as a dangerous mah—as © Jacobin as one that would embrue my "Uh 
hands in the blood of my Countrymen. But I will appeal from ſuch 
contemiptible deciſion to the ſoundet judgment of thoſe who: ſubſcribe 
to the ſafer doctrine, that abuſes are the parent of Revolution] and that a 
timely and rational reform of thoſe abuſes, as well in Church as in State, 
is the only ſecurity againſt thoſe convulſions which ſhake Society to its 
foundation. But; if ever there was a time when it behoved men in pub- 
| lic en 0 be explicit. —if ever thete was a time when thoſe ſcourges of 
| me human race called Politicians, ſhould lay aſide their duplicity and 
fineſſe, it is the preſent moment. Be aſſured, the People of this 
Country will no longer bear that their welfare ſhould be made the 
ſport of a few family factions: be aſſured, they are convinced their trug 
intereſt confiſts in putting down men of ſelf-creation, who have no ob- 
zelt in view but that of oggrataliping themſelves. and their familes, at the 
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Sens of the Public=in fend win repieſent the Vallon, | 
who ſhall be accountable to the Nation, and who ſhall do the buſineſs 
of the Nation; and if I could bring my mind to ſuſpect that my Ca- 
tholic Countrymen, after they had been embodied in the Conſtitution | - 
| amnieſttheir Proteſtant and Preſbytetian Fellow-Citizens, would baſcly = 
; deſert the common cauſe of our general Freedom, 1 ſhould conceive, - 
chat, in kd wing been the advocate for their Emancipation, I had been the 
 ddvotate for their diſgrace. But honour, intereſt, and the "ig 4 8 
on the Nation, forbid ſuch unworthy ſuſpicions. i . 
ttt was to judge by the dead filence with which this 88 
ſCJͤ ae T IOC 54 ͤ KT 
this Houſe. But I have not riſked connections endeared to me by every 
tie of blood and friendſhip, to ſuppott one ſet of men in preference to 
| another: 1 have hazarded too much to olfow the breath of calumny to 
| taint the objects I have had in view. from the part I have taken. Im- 
| mutable' feinciples, on which the happineſs and liberty of my Country- 
men depehä, convey to my mind the only ſubſtantial boon for which great 
Facrifices Hoatd be made. I might allay the fears of the Proteſlant mo- 
nopoliſts, for what, in the true ſpirit of political bigotry, they call their 
Woteſlant Afcemlency, by ſtating, that, as the Boroughs continue in 
| the hands ef Proteſtant proprictors, centuries nruſt paſs awzy before the 7 
Catholics can participate, in any conſiderable portion, of the political 
power of their Country. But nnn, nne 
tien, not fes its abuſe. 
: skaten eber Cech . 
tmnay be a dead letter: I diſclaim contending for Catholic Freedom, in 
the hope that the rights and liberties of my Country may continue to 
de motiopolized in the fame manner after their Emancipation, they were 
before Bur I here aue my/elf the zealous and earneſt advocate for the 10. 
tnqualified Emancipation of my Catholic Countrymen, in the hope and con 
bickion that the monopoly of the rights and liberties of my Country, which hay 
| Bitherto effeFfually withſlood the efforts of a part of the Prople, miſt yield to 
e eee 
tnited People ! = 
_ . and & is for that trankceeilerkly tinjortant 
vhjes, that, while the Noble Lord 20d * Right Hon, Secretary e 
offering 


155 N 6 90 

offering to riſk their lives in ſupport of a ſyſtem that militates againſt 
- the liberty of my Countrymen, I will riſk every thing dear 19 me on, 
earth. It is for this objeR I have, I fear, more than riſked conneRtiads. 
 dearer to me than life itſelf: but he mal} be a ſpiricleſs man, and we. 
muſt be a ſpiritleſs Nation, if we do not reſent the buſineſs of a Ryitifh. 
Miniſter, who has raiged our hopes in order to ſeduce rival to Be 


with him the diſgrace of this agcurſed political cruſade, upd blaſts them 
. aſter, that he may degrade a competitor to the ſtation of a defendant, | 
and that he may deſtroy friendſhip his nature never kney. He has fponte | 


with the feelings of a whole Nati the cup. with one hand to 
the parched lip of expectancy, he has daſhed-it to the earth with the 
bother, in all the wantonnefs of inſult, and with all the aggravation of 
_ contempt. Does he imagine that the People of this Country,: after be 
| has tantalized them with the cheering hope of preſent alleviation and of 


future proſperity, will tamely bear to be ſorced ta a re-endurance- of 
their former ſufferings, and to a ret appointment of their forme ſpailers 7 : 


Does be, from confidence of long ſucceſs in dehavcking the ming, exp from. 


you, calling yourſelves the Repreſentatives of the People of lreland, 0 
reject 2 Bill which has recejved the unanimous confent of your: Conſtis | 
tuentsꝰ Or, does he mean to puzzle the verſatile diſpoſition of thig 


Houle, on which he has made ſo many ſucceſsful experiments already, 
by. diſtracting you between obegience to bis imperigys <mandates, aud 


| bedience to the ili of the People whom en ſhould repreſent # - Or, dee 


he flatter himſelf, that becauſe ke has” ſucceeded in betraying dit oy, 
Country, into exchanging that peace by which the may haye retrieved 
her ſhattered finances, for a War in which he has ſquandered wen- 
ty times a greater treaſure in the courſe af two years than, with all 
his famed economy, he had been able tq ſave in ten for a War iq 
which the flower of the youth of the warld have been. offered up tha 
yidtims of his heiſh ſchemes—for*2 Wer in which the plaing of every 
| Nation in Europe haye been crimſoned with oceans of blod--for » Wag 

in which his Country has reayed nothing but diſgrace, ang which muſh 
— ultimately prove her ruin-vdoes be flatzer himſelf, that he Will be caan 
bled, Satan like, to end hit political career, by involving the whole 


Empire in a Civil War, from ee nun | 
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> truſt the People of Enjland: are 5106 wiſe and too juſt to attempt * 
f me meaſures” — us, they would reject with diſdain themſelves: 1 
elan they Have of fo ſoon forgotten the leſſon they ſo recently learnt ' 
ffom America, Which bud ſerve 25 a laſting example to all Nations 
againſk employing Force to ſubthi © the ſpirit of à People determined to be 
Ha hüt, if they mould be ſo weak or ſo wicked as to ſuffer themſelves 
td be ſeduced by a man, to whoſe Tout diplicity and fineſſe'ts as tongenial as 
| — 2 and fair. dealing 16 4 Jrranger, to become the inſtruments of 
; | pporting "few'baious public characters in fower and rapacity, againſt the 
. 5 me and againſt the Jede of a-whole Prople—if we are to be dragooned 
| - into meaſures againſt « our will, by a Nation that would loſe her laſt life, 
3 ö and expend her laſt guinea, in reſenting's ſimilar inſult if offered to her- 
ſelf, T truſt in Goy Me will oc in the Tm f this wy” 1 . in no 
2 Inferior to der cn, . 25 
You are at this nioment at the moſt awful period of your Hives—The 5 
Miniſter of England bas committed you with your Country; and on this 
night your. adoption or rejeftion of this Bill muſt determine in the eyes of the Irift. 
Nation, which y you repreſent, the Miniſter of England, or the People of Ireland : 
And! although you : are convinced you do not repreſent the People of 
Treland, although you are convinced,” every man of you, that you are 
ſelf-created, i it does not alter the nature bf the conteſt? it is ſtill a conteſt 
between t the Minſter of Englihd' and the People of Ireland ;; and he 
weakneſs of your tl hould — m ke you the more ircumſpet 5 the exert i | 
"Jour power, ' E a | 1 8. 
Obey the Britiſh Minifter—regard the voice of the People. —France 
muſt als loft her ſenſes if ſhe heſitates what part ſhe will take: it is not 
* eighty-fourth Department you will have moulded to her wiſhes: it 
IF not imply a La Vendee you will have kindled in the boſom of your 
 Courltry—For' if you mall have once convinced the People 'of this 
Country, that y you are traitors to them,” a "hirelings. to tie Mini nifter 97 an 
avaricious and domineering Nation; under the outward appearance of a 
Siſter Country -—if vou ſhall have convinced the People of this Country, 
that” the Free National Conſtitution for which they were committed, 
And for Which they rinted every thing dear to chem in "1788, has been 
drftroyed py th $7ibery of a Biitim Miniſter; and the unexampled 
Fe 25 of an Iriſh Puliament—if 7 "ſhall have convigce iced thein; that 
45 * þ 2 ; Te inſtead 
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fn oglipus Government may become the Soldiers of the Nation ?? 
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Infte: of riſing or falling with England, they are never. to riſe but when 
me has been humbled by adverſity, and that they muſt fall when the 


becomes elated by profperity—if you ſhall have convinced the People 


of this County, that, inſtead of reci iprocal advantage, nothing is to bo 
reaped from their connection with England but ſupremacy and aggratt- | 


dizement on the one ſide, and a coſtly venality, injury, infult, degrada- 
tion and poverty on the other—it is Human Nature that you ſhall have 
driven the People of this Country to court the alliance of any Nation 


able and willing to break the chains of a bondage n not more Billing te to. 


their feelings than reftriflive of their proſperity. | 

The Gentlemen at the oppoſite fide of the Houſe have 3 to 
1 you by the mention of Jackſon; ſo will be read the corre ſpond- 
ence of that Traitor with your enemy, and you will find a volume of 
inſtruction in every line he has written. Yes, you will ſee che weakneſs 


of your Country in the ſyſtem you have purſued; and it is only in the 


converſe of your conduct you can eſtabliſh her ſtrength. No not depend 
on the bayonet for the fuppart of your meaſures: believe me, that in 
proportion as your meaſures require force to ſupport them, in an oxaſt 
proportion are they radically and miſchievouſly bad: believe me, there 
is more. ſtrength in the affections and confidence of the People, than if 
you were to convert every ſecond houſe in the Nation into batracks for 


the Soldiery—And when the Gentlemen whom I have heard this night 3 k 


tell you, that to act in contempt of the public opinion, is ſpirit and firm- 


neſs, and chat to act with a decent reſpe& for that apinion, is timidity 


and cowardice; they make the character of the Legifjator to merge into 


the character of the Duelliſt, and they ſet you upon a ſplitting point of 
honour With your Conſtituents. Is it not enough that you live in the 


age, and in the midſt of the horrors of Revolution, to deter you from 
acting in contempt of the public opinion? Have you: not had examples. 


enough to convince you, that men, in throwing off the ruſſet ſrock ſor 


the uniform of the Soldier, do not at all times throw away the ties of Kin- 


dred and of blood ? Have you not had examples en gh to convince Id; = 


that even Soldiers cannot At/ all times be brought to ſhed the blood of” 
their parents, their kindred, and their friends? And have you not had a 
great and memorable example to convince you, that the Soldiers af 


10 . (22) 
If theſe #rc plain anke, this is the time to tell them. A 88 "4.008 
to you, it is that neither you nor my Country may ever feel them! But 


if you wifh to be deceived, hearken to thoſe men wha are intereſted in rifting 7 
every thing, that they may continue to. monopolize the whole political power of | 


y0ur Country—hearken to thoſe men who are intereſted in riſting every thing, 


Inn? draw their better erate from, ae ie * | 


ure of your Country. 
But let me caution you, whoſe property is too. confiderable to be 


bazarded in the'baſe purſuit, after the rights and property of your en- 
Taved and impoveriſhed Countrymen, to take care what part you act o 


| this night—Let me-caution you, that the deciſion of this night goes much 
further than even the important Bill under your conſideration. Nou, 
none of you, can be ignorant, that the Britiſh Miniſter hag deſigns in pro- 


craſtinating this queſtion that he may gain advantages for his own 


Country, at the expence of your!s, greater than the was capable of 
receiving fince the. Revolution, at leaſt fince the Union; and fo ſtrongly im» 
preſſed is this on the public mind, that you who ſhall on this night 


vote for the rejection of this Bill, will appear in the eyes of the Iriſh 
Nation, not only as men voting in obedience to the Britiſh Miniſter again} | 


| [the-voice of the People, but as men voting for an Union with England, 


by which this Country is to Pay es to the tate ane 


- gn abjed Province! 


Fortunately, the views of the Britiſh Miniſter | have been n | 


Fortunately, the People of this Country ſee him in his true colours, 


Like the defperate/Gameſter who has loſt his all in the wildeſt ſchemes, 


of aggrandicement, he looks; round for ſome dupe ta fupport him with 
the further means of future projects; and in the crafty ſubtlenefs of hig 
Foul, he fondly imagines he has found that eaſy dupe in the credulity of 
the Ifiſh Nation: after he has exhauſted his own Country in a cruſade 
againſt the phantom of political opinion, he fiatters mo he will a 
enabled to reſuſcitate her at the expence of your's. © 

As you vane the peace and happinefs of your Country, ht ths Highs 
und liberties of the foil that has given you birth—and' if you axe not loſt 


| | 40 every ſenſe of feeling for your own conſequence and importance as 


men, I call on yon, on this night, to make your Rand 1 call on you to 
ally round the independence of your Country, whole exiſtence kgs been 


\ 


F: ponents, he will make his peace with your Country by conceding this 
' meaſure, leaving you Wane nes rs Wr ag to poine its flew | 


Will you not take warning from the fate of the Government of France, 
which, by not adapting its condutt to the changes of the public mind. 


imagine that the minds of your Countrymen } has been Rationary, While 


: 5 lution, neither confined to this nor to that Country, but as general as the 
great cauſes which have om it birth, and ow continue to feed its 


| growth. 
In vain do theſe , who bin bot on de abuſes of the Go⸗- 
vernment under w they live, flatter themſelves, that what we hae 
feen theſe laſt ſix „is but the fever of the moment, which will paſs 5 


muſt deſtroy commerce and its effects; they muſt aboliſh every 


* 


aa: affailed?! Believe me, the Britiſh Miniſter wilt tate vou i 

the lurch. When he ſees that the People of this Nation ate to oncch ü 

| earngh to be tricked out of their rights, or the independence. of their ® 

| Country—after he ſees that they have been ſufficiently alarmed at ſeeing = 

the ſame men who uniformly oppoſed the independence of their Coun- | *n 
try, when it was a queſtion in this Houſe in 2782, recalled into power W 
when that independence was to be attacked in 1795—when he has 1 
gained his ends of you, and when he has made you the inſtruments by „ 
+ which he ſhall have fo divided and diſgraced the Oppoſition of England, | 
r to render it iwpoſkble to forms an efficient Government out of his op." 


end moving finger at;”* 
_ Gracious God?-that you ſhould fall into that very error which has 
ſo recently overwhelmed a great Nation in ſuch unheard of calamitics? 


has brought ruin on itſelf, and deſtruction on its Country? Do not 


that of all Europe has been ſo rapidly progreflive; for you muſt be blind 
not to perceive, that the whole European mind has undergone a Revo- 


4 


away as ſoon as the patient has been let blood enough. As well may 
they attempt to alter the courſe of Nature, without altering her lav. 
If they would effect a counter- Revolution i in the European mind, they 


trace of the Mariner's Compaſs; they muſt conſigu every Book to 
the flames; ; they muſt obliterate every veſtige of the invention of the 
Preſs; and they muſt deſtroy. the. conduit of intelligence, by deſtroying | 


— 
— Pon 


the inſtitution of the Poſt Office. Then, and not until then, they and 


their abuſes may live on, 2 all the fourity which i ignorance, ſuperſti- 
tian, 


; | 
> % { 
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5 05 - would een bel with deſpair $6 men who haye been nurſed-in the” "oy 
1 Ps b tap of,vegality;and-proftigurion—who. (have been educated in contempy 
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5 4" ha 8 255 Ede een what, it, may; dare preach the doctrine, and that no man 
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